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PURPOSE

The Human Question is free to read and charges authors no submission, review or publication fees.
Authors retain copyright. The standard published article licence is Creative Commons Attribution—
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0). This policy explains the
resulting permissions, the journal’s email-based editorial records and the distinction between
current website storage and planned long-term preservation.

CONTACT: editor@thehumanquestionjournal.com

President and Editor-in-Chief: Albert Tan Sin Hon

1. FEES AND FUNDING TRANSPARENCY

There are no submission, peer-review, publication, page, colour or withdrawal fees. No purchase or donation is required for
consideration or acceptance. No waiver application is necessary. Any future fee proposal must be announced clearly before it
applies to new submissions; it will not be imposed retrospectively on manuscripts already submitted under this policy. Funding
or sponsorship arrangements, if introduced, will be disclosed without giving sponsors control over scholarly decisions.

2. COPYRIGHT, LICENSING AND PERMITTED REUSE

Authors retain copyright and grant the journal a non-exclusive right to publish, distribute, identify, preserve and maintain the
agreed final work. The publication agreement records the rights granted. Each article states its licence and identifies third-party
material that is excluded. The website’s code licence does not replace the article licence, and the article licence does not grant
rights to use the journal logo as an endorsement.

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 permits copying and redistribution of the licensed work in any medium for noncommercial
purposes, with appropriate credit, a licence link and an indication of permitted changes. Adapted material may be made for
noncommercial purposes but may not be shared under this licence. Changing file format alone is not an adaptation. Do not
imply endorsement or add legal or technological restrictions that prevent uses permitted by the licence.

Translations and other distributed adaptations, or uses outside the noncommercial licence permission, require separate
permission from the relevant rights holder unless a legal exception applies. Statutory exceptions, public-domain material and
rights not covered by the licence remain unaffected. Existing licence permissions are irrevocable for compliant users; later
withdrawal from the website does not cancel them. The legal code governs if this summary is incomplete.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

3. REPOSITORIES AND SHARING

Authors may share the published, unadapted article noncommercially under its licence and deposit it in an appropriate
institutional or subject repository with attribution and a link to the journal record. Authors may share their own preprints and
accepted manuscripts where they hold the necessary rights, with version and publication status clearly stated. The journal
imposes no embargo. Do not present a preprint as the final version of record.
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4. PERSONAL INFORMATION AND EDITORIAL CONFIDENTIALITY

The journal is operated by Albert Tan Sin Hon, President and Editor-in-Chief, in Singapore. The privacy contact is
editor@thehumanquestionjournal.com. The journal receives names, affiliations, professional contact details, manuscripts,
declarations and editorial correspondence to manage submissions, peer review, publication, integrity concerns and rights.
Supply only information needed for those purposes. The journal does not sell editorial contact lists or treat a submission as
consent to unrelated marketing.

Access to confidential submissions and reviews is limited to people who need it for the editorial process and appropriate
service providers. Reviewers receive an anonymised manuscript where practicable. The public website and repository hold
publication materials, not private review correspondence. Published author details, accepted articles and public notices are
intentionally accessible worldwide. A correspondent’s email address is published only as agreed for the article.

The website uses Cloudflare hosting, and the editorial email route forwards messages to the editor’s designated mailbox.
These services may process information outside Singapore. The journal must use appropriate contractual, organisational and
access safeguards for service providers and any overseas transfer; provider use does not itself prove compliance. The browser-
based covering-email helper processes entries locally and does not submit them to a journal server. Hosting providers may
process technical logs for security and delivery.

The journal’s retention schedule is: unsuccessful or withdrawn submissions and routine correspondence are normally
deleted or anonymised within two years after the final decision; accepted-paper decision records and publication agreements
are retained while reasonably necessary to maintain the publication record and respond to rights or integrity questions. Records
needed for an active dispute or legal duty may be kept longer. Review access and retention annually. Remove unnecessary
personal data and restrict backup access. These are journal policy periods, not claims about a universal statutory period.

People may request access to or correction of their personal information, ask about use or retention, or raise a privacy
concern through the editorial address. The journal will assess requests subject to applicable law, third-party confidentiality and
the integrity of the publication record. Withdrawal of consent may affect the ability to process a submission. A substantiated
breach will be contained, investigated and notified to relevant people or authorities where required by law.

5. PRESERVATION AND CONTINUITY

Current public files are deployed through Cloudflare Pages from the journal’s GitHub repository. Repository history and
website copies support recovery but are not an independent preservation service. The journal does not currently claim
participation in CLOCKSS, LOCKSS, Portico or a certified preservation programme.

Before releasing the first issue, the publisher should secure an additional lawful repository or preservation deposit for
the final PDFs and public metadata, record its location and recovery procedure, and publish the implemented arrangement.
Keep release checksums, version history and a separate recoverable copy. Check published links and backup recovery
periodically. This is a preservation plan until deposits and recovery checks are actually completed.

If the journal ceases publication, the publisher should retain a public cessation notice, keep existing article links working
where possible and transfer or deposit the publication record in a suitable repository. Any successor arrangement must respect
author rights, licences and confidential editorial records. Policy changes are dated and recorded; existing article licences are not
silently replaced.

6. REFERENCE BASIS

Creative Commons, licence summary and linked legal code
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

OASPA and partners, transparency principles, version 5
https://www.oaspa.org/resources/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing-version-5/

Singapore Personal Data Protection Commission, guidance and obligations
https://www.pdpc.gov.sg/
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