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PURPOSE

The Human Question welcomes work that connects serious scholarship with the conditions of
human life. Across law, science, politics, technology and culture, the journal asks what ideas,
institutions and discoveries mean for the person and for humanity. Submissions and editorial
correspondence take place by email. Readers and authors pay no journal fees. Research articles
undergo independent external peer review before acceptance.

CONTACT: editor@thehumanquestionjournal.com

President and Editor-in-Chief: Albert Tan Sin Hon

1. SCOPE AND ARTICLE TYPES

Research article 6,000-10,000 words; original argument or research; two independent external reviews.
Review essay / critical essay 3,000-6,000 words; sustained scholarly analysis; two independent external reviews.
Book review / editorial / 1,000-2,500 words; editorial assessment; labelled by type. External review, if used, is
commentary disclosed on the article.

Word limits include footnotes and exclude the abstract and bibliography. Explain any justified departure in the covering email.
Interdisciplinary submissions should make their methods and contribution intelligible to readers outside the author’s field.
Submissions are considered on a rolling basis; acceptance is never guaranteed. The first issue is in preparation, and no fixed
publication frequency is promised at this stage.

2. SUBMIT THREE ITEMS BY EMAIL

An anonymised manuscript. Send an editable Word document; include a PDF where complex layout or scripts need
comparison. Remove names, affiliations, acknowledgements and identifying document properties from the review copy. Refer
to your own published work in the third person without concealing sources needed to assess the argument.

A separate title page. Give the title, article type, word count, all author names and affiliations, corresponding author’s email
and ORCID identifiers where available. Include funding, competing interests, contributions, ethics/consent, data availability
and substantive artificial-intelligence assistance declarations.

A covering email. Explain the contribution and fit; confirm all authors approve submission, the work is not under
consideration by another journal, and any preprint, thesis, related paper or earlier version is disclosed. Mention permissions and
any confidential concern relevant to review.

Send to editor@thehumanquestionjournal.com. Suggested subject: “Submission | [article type] | [short title]”. Do not send passwords, identity
documents or raw identifiable research-participant data.
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3. MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION

Initial submissions may use any clear and consistent scholarly format. Provide a title, a 150-250-word abstract without
abbreviations, citations or footnotes, four to six keywords, informative headings and complete references. Use British English.
Number pages. Figures and tables need captions, sources, necessary permissions and descriptive alternative text. Identify the
relevant legal or evidential cut-off date where it affects the analysis.

The final default is footnotes and bibliography. Legal papers follow OSCOLA, fifth edition; other humanities papers
follow the journal’s notes-and-bibliography patterns. Discuss any discipline-specific author-date requirement with the editor.
The Publication Style Guide and PDF house-style specimen set the final typography. Do not insert a journal logo into the
anonymised review copy.

4. EDITORIAL ASSESSMENT AND REVIEW

The editor checks scope, scholarly contribution, completeness, integrity and readiness for review. A desk rejection includes a
brief reason. Suitable research and review essays receive double-anonymous review by two independent specialists. Author and
reviewer identities are withheld from each other where practicable; public preprints or distinctive research may make
identification possible. The handling editor knows the identities and manages conflicts.

The journal aims to acknowledge a submission within seven days, provide an initial assessment within four weeks and
seek external reports within six to eight weeks of reviewer acceptance. These are service targets, not guarantees. The editor will
explain material delays. Decisions may request minor or major revision, invite a fresh submission, accept or reject. Reviewer
recommendations inform an independent editorial decision.

If a founder, editor or board member is an author, a qualified independent handling editor must control reviewer
selection and the decision. The author-editor has no access to confidential deliberations. Where independence cannot be
secured, the paper will be held or the author invited to submit elsewhere. The published article will disclose the independent
handling arrangement.

5. REVISION, ACCEPTANCE AND PUBLICATION

Return a clean revised manuscript, a version showing changes and a response addressing every material reviewer point with
page or paragraph locations. Explain disagreements with evidence and courtesy. If more time is needed, contact the editor. An
acceptance decision is confirmed in writing only after the required scholarly and integrity checks.

Accepted authors complete the publication agreement, resolve permissions, check declarations and approve the final
PDF proof. Proof corrections should address accuracy and production errors; substantial new argument may require further
review. The journal publishes the approved PDF with an article landing page, citation details and the applicable licence. Only
assigned identifiers are displayed.

6. FEES, RIGHTS AND QUERIES

There are no submission, peer-review, publication, page, colour or withdrawal fees. Authors retain copyright. The standard
published article licence is CC BY-NC-ND 4.0: readers may share the unadapted work noncommercially with attribution and
the licence link. Permission for uses beyond the licence must be obtained from the relevant rights holder unless a legal
exception applies. See the rights policy for detail.

Disclose substantive generative assistance, including drafting, rewriting, translation, coding or image generation. Identify the
tool and version where available, the purpose and the human checks. Routine non-generative spelling and reference-format
checks need no separate declaration. Artificial-intelligence systems cannot be authors. Do not upload confidential third-party
material without authority.

For submissions, accessibility needs, conflicts, complaints or correction requests: editor@thehumanquestionjournal.com. The accompanying
editorial, ethics, rights and privacy policies form part of these instructions. Version 1.0 takes effect on 8 November 2026.
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